For Reflection

| wish to present before you some things existing in yourself that have
been at the foundation of the sorrow and disappointment which you
unjustly charge upon others. | have often read these words: “Marriage
is a lottery.” Some act as if they believed the statement, and their
married life testifies that it is such to them. But true marriage is not a
lottery. Marriage was instituted in Eden. After the creation of Adam,
the Lord said, “It is not good that the man should be alone: | will make
him an help meet [suitable] for him” (Genesis 2:18). When the Lord

presented Eve to Adam, angels of God were witnesses to the ceremony.

But there are few couples who are completely united when the
marriage ceremony is performed. The form of words spoken over the
two who take the marriage vow, does not make them a unit. In their
future life is to be the blending of the two in wedlock. It may be made
a real happy union, if each will give to the other true, heart affection.
Manuscript Releases, vol. 10, p. 184

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its
originator the Creator of the universe. “Marriage is honorable”
(Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it is one
of the two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with him
beyond the gates of Paradise. When the divine principles are
recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards
the purity and happiness of the race, it provides for man’s social needs,
it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature.
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 46

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the
union between Him and His redeemed ones. He Himself is the
Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His chosen one, He
says, “Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee.”

Adventist Home, p. 26

NOTE: No homework this week. The next sermon in this series will be
on January 3, 2026.
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